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The Bible and Truth 


By the Rev. Cleland B. McAfee, D.D., LL.D. 


Dr. McAfee, one of the secretaries of the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian 

Church in the U. S. A., gave the opening address at the recent annual meeting of the Society's 

Advisory Council on, “The Element of Truth in Worship.’ We are happy to present to our 
readers the substance of his address. 


ITH his infallible precision our Lord laid his finger on the two dangers to which wor- 

ship is liable, then he said to the woman at the well that true worshippers must worship 
“in spirit and in reality.” Forms keep crowding themselves forward out of mere helpfulness 
into necessity, often destroying the spirit which gave them birth. Vagueness and unreality are 
a constant bane of worshippers who wish to be sincere. Our Christian faith is, in its required 
elements, the simplest among the world’s religions. It has its two habitual forms—baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper—each of them a practice which is possible wherever human life can 
continue. Its Lord’s Prayer is a model of simplicity, and is not given as a required form but 
only as a suggestion: “After this manner pray ye.” Alongside of the social aspects of the faith 
is always its individual aspect which shuts each worshipper up to his personal relation to God, 
a relation which cannot be maintained by mere practice of social acts of worship. This makes 
for reality, worshipping in truth. 

In maintaining these qualities of worship the Bible is a chief factor. A Hindu gentleman 
said to me in India, a while ago, that our Christian faith has a great asset in its sacred book. 
He spoke of it as small enough to be read by anyone, yet large enough to say what needs to be 
said. Many observers have noted its almost cruel reality in dealing with its characters and their 
conduct. Without a note of malice, it utterly precludes sentimental overpraise of even its large 

‘figures. It does not make them spotless nor impeccable. This perfect sincerity regarding all 
its other figures brings out with peculiar clearness its presentation of its central Figure without 
sin or fault. No man could ever read in the Bible any encouragement for his sin, because sin 
is dealt with as the reality it is. One sees it only to be warned against it. And, on the other 
hand, virtue and righteousness are never presented so as to make them seem unattractive, 
because in themselves they are not unattractive but the contrary. No reader was ever estranged 
from Jesus nor discouraged in his own life by finding our Lord without flaws. After all, he 
is precisely what all of us men know we ought to be. But his story could have been told in 
terms that would have set him apart from all of life and driven plain, struggling men away from 
him. It is because we catch his spirit and his utter sincerity that we tell ourselves that here at 
last is One who has a right to be followed. 

It is also this element that gives the Bible such wide appeal. The audacity of Christian 
believers in giving the Bible to all the world in the speech of each section of the world has 
never been surpassed in the field of religion. Here is a book that can be trusted anywhere, in 
any speech, with any people. Its spirit, its “flavor,” is not connected with any verbiage. That 
flavor will find expression in any translation, sometimes in very poor ones. I have sat with one 
or two translation committees, revising earlier versions long in use in non-Christian lands, and 
have never failed to hear amazed and amused comments on the errors which these earlier ver- 
sions had carried. Yet, even these versions made genuine Christian believers. The reality and 
spirit of the Christian truth work out whenever the Book is given its chance. 

Part of its value to the Christian faith is that all eras can check themselves by it, not in 
slavish adherence to terms or sayings, but by its clear and definite spirit and its demand for 
reality. No “dead hand” is laid on us, but a living, unfailing guidance is granted us in the 
Bible. It might have been written yesterday in its fundamental human appeal. Sending it out 
today is not stirring up dead dust of the ages but feeding the newest and freshest food to the 

‘life of our own day. God bless the Society which does it! 
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By the Rey. Arthur F. Ragatz, D.D., Secretary Western Agency 


lf is difficult indeed to rediscover an old for- 
gotten trail. Never was the truth of this 
statement more vividly demonstrated than in 
the attempt made, some years ago, by certain 
patriotic and historical societies to reconstruct 
and properly mark the old Santa Fe Trail, over 
which the gold-seekers of ’49 drove their ox- 
teams from the middle states to the coast of 
California. 

In their attempt to avoid impassable moun- 
tain barriers and dangerous rivers, detours 
were frequent and of ap- 
palling distance. Then, 
too, there followed in their 
wake an influx of immi- 
grants who were content to 
settle where their fancy 
found a likely spot. Thus, 
through the passing of more 
than three-quarters of a 
century and the onward 
march of civilization with 
its towns, its cities, its in- 
dustry and agriculture, the 
old landmarks disappeared. 
Yet the Santa Fe Trail has 
been rediscovered and ap- 
propriately marked. It 
took much careful search- 
ing and years of time to do 
it, but it has been done. 

There are other long-lost 
trails that need to be redis- 
covered—trails that form a 
veritable network over this 
vast western territory, that 
were made not by those 
whose only thought was 
gold but by men whose master thought was 
God. These are the men who laid the 
foundations for this Western empire as truly 
as did the Pilgrim Fathers lay the foundations 
of our earliest national beginning. In both 
instances, the immovable rock on which was 


built the superstructure of our national life 
was the Old Book. 


THE OLD SPANISH BIBLE 


The heroism with which some of these men 
of faith and prayer bore the hardships, perse- 
cutions, and not infrequently death, forms a 
thrilling chapter in the unwritten annals of 
that history of the West that may yet some 
day be written. 

In a beautiful little county courthouse tucked 
away among the rugged peaks of the Rockies, 
in the heart of what was once a “roaring gold 
camp,’ one may with diligence find an old 
minute book used by the county commissioners 
some sixty years ago, in 
which there is a resolution 
stating: ‘““We, the Board of 
County Commissioners, 
duly assembled do hereby 
record our high esteem for 
the sterling character of our 
late friend and neighbor, 
Judge D——, who in the 
faithful discharge of his 
duty chose rather to die 
than to bring dishonor 
upon his name and office.” 

This young man _ was 


sonage. His father was 
one of the earliest pioneer 
circuit riders whose “par- 
ish” covered a_ territory 
equal to the area of half a 
dozen, New England States, 
whose saddlebags were al- 
ways filled with American 
Bible Society Bibles before 
he started out on his one, 


mile preaching trips. The 
judge, worthy son of his father, was the only 
outstanding, uncompromising apostle of right- 
eousness in his community. 

When vice and corruption reached such a 
state that justice was in jeopardy, it was he 
who called the sheriff and others to account. 
The case of the State vs. the Sheriff et al. 
never. went to trial. Refusing to vacate the 


two and three thousand 


born and reared in a par-— 
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warrants he had issued for the arrest of these 
evildoers, and scorning the offer of life by re- 
signing from the bench, his chambers were sur- 
rounded by the mob, which gave him one hour 
to prepare for death. When the time was up, 
his murderers found him with the open Bible 
in his hands. 

Was this the end of the trail? No. It was 
but a stopping place—in fact, it was but a rally- 
ing point for the forces of truth and righteous- 
ness. The trail not only continued from this 
point but broke up into multidivisions going in 
all directions, carrying everywhere the Old 
Book with its flaming, conquering message of 
truth. 

One may today find towns whose founders 
specified that no title of the real estate may be 
clear 1f the owner ever permits the property to 
be used for the purpose of gambling or the sale 
of intoxicants. Just as one may ride in a 
parlor-car for a thousand miles through fertile 
valleys, fields, and thriving cities without know- 
ing that the roadbed has been built over the 
very wagon tracks of the old Santa Fe Trail, so 
one does not realize that these restrictions are 
the direct result of the influence the Old Book 
exercised on the minds and hearts of the early 
pioneers. 

Among the first settlers who took possession 
of the land shortly following the immigration 
of gold-seekers was a group of Spanish des- 
cendants who settled in a fertile valley sur- 
rounded by the snow-capped Rockies. Among 
them there was one who in his journeyings had 
heard enough about the Bible to develop a great 
longing to possess a copy of the Holy Scrip- 
tures; but, where could such a copy be ob- 
tained? What he heard about it from time to 
time deepened his determination to possess this 
coveted Book at any cost. 

At about this time word reached him that 
somewhere beyond the mountains, down toward 
the south on the Santa Fe Trail in a trading 
post called Albuquerque, there lived a woman 
who owned a copy of the Bible printed in 
Spanish, which she would be willing to sell. 
Immediately this man prepared for the long 
overland journey through dangerous mountain 
passes and over plains infested by hostile tribes 
of Indians. In the meantime, the woman had 
moved to Guadalupe. When finally he found 
her, he was told that she would sell the Bible 
for $100; or, if he could not pay cash, per- 
haps he had something he could barter. 

Now, it happened that a trader who wished 
some goods freighted from Santa Fe to Guada- 
lupe had offered her husband good pay to do 
the work. However, owning neither oxen nor 
wagon, her husband was about to decline the 


offer. But, why not make use of the oxen and 
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the wagon the man had who wanted the Bible? 
This, then, was her offer: loan his ox-team 
to her husband long enough to haul the freight 
one hundred and fifty miles from Santa Fe, 
give her outright one fat, gentle yoke-broken 
ox and $10 in gold, and the Bible would be 
his. He paid the price! 

In due time he started homeward with his 
priceless treasure, arriving safely after many 
days of perilous travel. The Book contained 
all—and more—than he had hoped for. In it 
he found that which satisfied the hunger of 
his soul. Its supply was inexhaustible. The 
whole colony drew divine sustenance from its 
blessed pages. At last this little group of 
spiritually hungry pioneers, strangers in a 
strange country, found peace and comfort in 
the Book from whose pages God spoke to 
them in the language of their mother tongue. 
A church was organized, the man who bought 
the Bible became its leader. 

The years have come and gone, sons and 
grandsons have continued to carry the flame 
that was handed from one to another, until, 
from that beginning six direct descendants 
have honorably and efficiently served as min- 
isters of the gospel, and four daughters and 
granddaughters have become the wives of min- 
isters. 

The original Bible, printed by the American 
Bible Society in 1828, was shown to the writer 
by one of the grandsons, the Rev. M. D. J. 
Sanchez, who for thirty-seven years has been 
a Protestant minister faithfully serving his own 
people in the same valley to which, seventy 
years ago, his ancestor returned in triumph 
from his long quest for that which was more 
precious than gold. The trail of the Old Book 
in this, as in many other instances, has become 
the highway over which enlightenment, Godli- 
ness, and prosperity have travelled hand in 
hand to the glory of God and the abiding peace 
of those who have given obedient heed to its 


precepts. 
e 


The Cover Picture 


HIS picture fits the first number of a new 
year in that it looks toward youth. The 
colporteur of the Arabic-Levant Agency seems 
old enough to justify his riding, but is evi- 
dently young enough to be deeply interested in 
the children—the factors of the coming days. 
The well-filled saddle-bags plus the colporteur 
do not seem to faze the patient donkey. 

This picture was taken by Mr. Willard Price 
on his recent journey around the world. From 
time to time these pages will carry other good 
photographs of our work taken by him in 
Egypt, China, Japan and the Philippines. 
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Taxicab Driving for the Glory of God 


By the Rev. J. L. McLaughlin, D.D., Secretary, Northwestern Agency 


Ve you come to Chicago, just hope 
that you may be fortunate enough to 


pick up “Yellow Cab No. 1798.” Or it will 
not make so much difference whether you have 
that one or some other one, if perchance you 
can meet the wholesomely delightful chauffeur 
who is driving that special number at the pres- 
ent time! 

Harold Stiff’s parents were orthodox Roman 
Catholics, neither fanatically 
bound to their faith, nor overly 
zealous, but “faithful” mem- 
bers of that church. On their 
wedding day her mother, who 
had become an “evangelical,” 
had made them a gift of a 
Bible. Having been taught not 
to read it, they just kept it 
from year to year because of 
sentimental attachments on ac- 
count of its giver. During the 
years it suffered many vicissi- 
tudes, sometimes out in the 
open, sometimes packed away 
in the accumulated “junk” of 
the years. But it was not lost 
nor destroyed. 

Harold grew to manhood in 
the atmosphere of that home. 
He had seen the Bible from 
time to time, but never thought 
much of it. A couple of years 
ago, he fell ill. During the long weeks 
of convalescence, he ran short of reading 
matter and happened to remember _ that 
Bible. He dug it up and started in at “Chap- 
ter I” to read it through. He soon became 
very much interested in it—so much so that 
he clung to it, hiding it from his parents when 
they were present. 

Long before he had finished the Old Testa- 
ment, under the tutelage of the Holy Spirit, he 
became convinced of the truth of the Book and 
gave his heart to God. Then, when he reached 
the riches of the New Testament, he was led 
into a wonderful experience of personal salva- 
tion. 

Now, as he told me the other day, he tries 
“to do everything to the glory of God,” even 
to the driving of his taxicab. He carries a few 
copies of the Gospel of John in his pocket, and 
says it is remarkable how many times he finds 
an opportunity to present one. The very 
wholesomeness and frank candor of the man 
makes his gift acceptable to anyone. He has 
placed a “tract box” in the garage whence some 
400 fellow-drivers go out each day to their 


duties on the streets, and he takes keen delight 
in keeping this box supplied with Gospels and 
wholesome tracts. It is surprising how many 
Gospels and tracts are distributed in this way. 

You will like him, as hundreds, both passen- 
gers and fellow-workers and those whom he 
meets along the way, like him. So, again I 
say, when you come to Chicago, I hope you 
will draw “Yellow Cab No. 1798,” or, at least, 


HAROLD STIFF AND HIS CAB 


trust to the kindly services of this consecrated 
man of God who is driving his cab “for the 
glory of God.” 


Two Extraordinary Bibles 


HE Bibles on the next page are surely 

entitled to the adjective “extraordinary.” 
Utility was not an object in their building. 
Duplication is not advocated. But they are sig- 
nificant. No other book, sacred or otherwise, 
is the object of such devotion as to carry 
through the immense labor of the production 
of these two huge copies of the Bible. Such 
labor in this twentieth century is even more 
notable than the devotion, in the days before 
the printing press, which laboriously printed by 
hand and beautifully illuminated volumes of the 


Bible. The Largest Bible 

Some five years ago the volume in the ad- 
joining column was prepared under the Bible 
Crusade Society of London. Twelve thousand 
persons contributed by writing portions of it. 
In measurement it stands five feet two inches 
high, and three feet six inches wide. 
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Extraordinary Bibles 


© International Newsreel 


THE WORLD’S LARGEST 


R two years Louis Waynai, a carpenter 
of Los Angeles, has worked on a unique 
task—that of making what he thought was 
the largest Bible in the world, and what, in 
fact, probably is the largest printed Bible in 


THE WORLD’S LARGEST 
BIBLE 
(Handwritten) 


PRINTED BIBLE 


The work was finished on the 
twelfth of December and the book is pictured 


the world. 


above with Mr. and Mrs. Waynai. Using a 
hand stamping machine, which also he con- 
structed himself, Mr. Waynai individually 
stamped 
onto the 
three - foot 
pages of 
his giant 
Beith Ite 
every sep- 
arate _let- 
were, OEhNe= 
tuation 
mark and 
number. 
This pon- 
Geli Osling 
book con- 
tains 8,048 
pages and 
weighs 
half a ton 
—1,094 
pounds. 
The pages 
are bound 
into thirty-two individual sections with metal 
backs. Each section may be separately re- 
moved without disturbing the others. The 
book spreads to a width of 8 ft. 2 in. Closed, 
it measures 43%4 in. by 34 in. and is 34 in. 
thick. In the smaller picture Mr. Waynai is at 
the “typewriter” made by him for this use. 


© International Newsreel 
MR. WAYNAI AND HIS 
“TYPEWRITER” 
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A New Translation for Central America 


F the many languages spoken by the In- 
dians of Central America, in only eleven 
has any part of the Bible been translated and 
printed. At present the New Testament is 
available in only one of these, Miskito. In a 


REV. AND MRS. H. DUDLEY PECK AND CHILDREN 


few months, however, a second New Testa- 
ment, the Cakchiquel, will come from the press. 

The eleventh language to be added to this 
list is Mam, spoken by some 200,000 Indians 
in Guatemala. It is the most archaic branch 
of the Mayan family of languages and has 
many of those throaty gutturals and explosives 
that are so difficult for the language workers 
to identify and express in written form. Last 
February Mr. H. Dudley Peck told in the 
Recorp of some of these difficulties and of the 
great difference these peculiar sounds make in 
the meaning of words otherwise similar. 

And now we have at the Bible House copies 
of the Gospel of John, published at the Mission 
press, at Quezaltenango, with the aid of this 
Society and the Pioneer Mission Agency. 
When a Mam Indian opens the book and reads 
that well-loved verse, John 3:16, it will look 
like this: 

Kun ictsunju ulakjtanmi Dios quij xjal, 
tun tsunju tsajtgkon ocxcujun Tkual, tun- 
tsun jniju intxontanmi tij, mlai cubxitj, 
tuntsun titen angkbil jumajx. 

The work has been done by Mr. and Mrs. 
H. Dudley Peck of the Presbyterian Mission, 
ably assisted by several native workers, one of 
whom is shown in the accompanying photo- 
graph. Aniceto Velasquez has had three years 
of study at a Bible institute, during the course 
of which he has walked 940 miles a year going 
to and from school. He is very enthusiastic 
over the work and 1s particularly useful in get- 


ting the exact word from the older men on 
the Committee. Mr. and Mrs. Peck have been 
greatly aided in their understanding of the lan- 
guage by a manuscript grammar they were able 
to purchase, after many difficulties, from the 
daughter of a German scholar who had long 
studied the language. This manuscript has 
now become a valued possession of Harvard 
University. 

Although a rough translation of the whole 
of the New Testament is now being made, pro- 
gressing, with the aid of two translators, at an 
average of a chapter a day, very careful study 
of the language is planned so that further 
publication shall be in the best form of the 
language and useful to the whole Mam group. 
The tentative edition of the Gospel of John 
will be particularly useful in this. Four dis- 
tricts have been selected in which the trans- 
lation will be tried out, and more effective 
wordings noted. Word lists and morphological 
tables will be secured and carefully studied and 
compared, and expressions selected that seem 
general to the whole group. Reading classes 
are also being held for Mam leaders, in which 
this printed John will be used as a textbook. 
As the translators will serve as teachers in these 
classes, they will have a splendid opportunity 
to study the effectiveness of their translation. 

Enough cannot be said of the patient efforts 
of these missionary 
translators in their 
search for the most 


correct. f Or ein 
which to carry 
their message to 


the hearts of the 
people omone 
whom they work. 
Endless hours of 
slow, hard work 
often ‘go into the 
selection of a single 
phrase. The Bible 
Society is eager to 
do: allt Scan mete 
make such work as 
successful as pos- 
sible, and to lighten 
the burden as much 
as it can by finan- 
cial aid, counsel 
and careful print- 
ing. We shall look 
forward to further 
publication for the 
Mam people. 


ANICETO VELASQUEZ 


An enthusiast for giving his 
race the Bible. 
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General Chang Chih-kiang’s Testimony 


This testimony was given for use in the observance of Universal Bible Sunday in China and was 


a part of the Bible Sunday brochure described in our December issue, but there 


omitted for lack of space. 
or its readers. 


necessarily 


The name and face of General Chang are not strangers to the Recorp 
He has been an earnest and enthusiastic Christian for some years, having become 


one when a subordinate of Marshal Feng. He is now chairman of the Commission for Opium 


Suppression at Nanking under the National Government. 


In December, 1925, General Chang 


delighted owr China Agency with an order for 2,000 Bibles and 6,000 Testaments, for which he 


paid $5,700 in gold. 


About six months later he placed the largest order the China Agency has 


received from an individual, and paid $7,500 in gold for 4,500 Bibles and 6,000 Testaments. 


The foundations of Tao (logos); the root of Life. 

Creation is natural, transformation is endless. 

All creatures of the universe, whether great or 
small, 

Experience mercy for goodness and punishment for 
sin. 

Righteous judgment maintains the law of cause and 
effect. 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 

The Devil tempted Adam, Noah built the ark, 

Justification by faith is taught in the experience ot 
Abraham. 

Joseph pure and undefiled became the model of 
all generations; 

Glory to God in the highest, and praise through 
endless days! 

Moses’ enduring courage had world-wide 
nificance— 

He formulated laws and codes for the guarantee 

of all human rights. 

social revolution and the earliest eman- 

cipation was taught by prophets and seers 

through successive generations. 

Though times and places change, the mystery of 
doctrine remains. 


sig- 


The 


A Surprise Explained 
By Mrs. J. Jansen, Culion, Philippine Islands 


NE morning, when going out of the hotel, 

a street vehicle driver called, inviting me 
to take his vehicle, with kindest assurance that 
I need pay him nothing. Answering the elderly 
driver that I liked to walk did not silence him. 
He persuasively answered, “You need not pay 
me anything.” 

Never had I, a foreigner, heard such friendly 
offer from a poor street vehicle driver. He 
looked poor, and as if a rest back in the coun- 

try village which doubtless he had belonged to, 


The Old and New Testaments constitute the greatest classic under heaven. 
The study thereof constitutes the most important practice of life; for in it 
one finds “the most valuable principles of personal cultivations, of family 
regulation, and of civil government” (quotation from Confucius). Moreover, 
the vastness of the universe and the multitude of human affairs from creation 
to late development and progress in civilization, and the plan of salvation for 
the world,—all these are recorded in the Bible, to be read by all generations. 
The words are simple, but the message is profound. Since the beginnings of 
the history of mankind, there has been found no other scripture like this. 
pen the following hymn of praise to bear my witness :— 


So I 


To serve the Lord with faithfulness, and diligently 
study to do and love his will. 

Christ Jesus came into the world in the fullness 
of time. 

Humbling himself, he shepherded himself 
(Let us take heed from morn till eve), 

Revealing the Heavenly Father in full perfection. 

All men have sinned, God has mercy for all. 

His passionate salvation for all the world is 
preached far and wide. 

For those in disgrace or heavy burdened, 

He conquers their troubles and pain. 

Abandoning himself and benefiting others, without 
precedent or successor, 

He offers himself a sacrifice for redemption from 
sin; thus his body hung on the cross. 

On the third day, he arose, bringing eternal spirit- 
ual life; 

His great work was accomplished; victoriously he 
ascended. 

The feast of mercy is offered to all, those who be- 
lieve will be saved. 

The opportunity is open once for all; let none miss 
it or pass it by! 


would do both him and his horse needed good. 
Finally, to satisfy the poor man, I took his 
carromato. 

The matter was explained. Not only was the 
poor man grateful for a Gospel that was given 
some days before, when he had driven me to 
some part of the city, but he thought that one 
to whom such a good book was known and 
valued would bring him luck. His apprecia- 
tion was so sincere that it was evident that the 
way of salvation had been in some measure al- 
ready shown him through the little portion of 
God’s Word. He steadfastly refused my rec- 
ompense for driving me to my destination. 
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What a Bible Has Done in Thirty-five Years 
in a Mexican Village 


By Sr. H. T. Marroquin, Secretary, Mexico Agency 


HIRTY-FIVE years ago ‘an evangelical 

sold a Bible to an Indian young man, 
by name, Donaciano Martinez, member of a 
more or less well-to-do family of the village 
of Amealco, state of Hidalgo, Mexico. 

The family was very strongly Roman Cath- 
olic. The father of the young man, Dona- 
ciano, felt disturbed when he learned that his 
son had a Bible of his own. Donaciano would 
hide his Bible and read it secretly. Every now 
and then he could not but speak of the beautiful 
teachings he was reading out of his wonderful 
book. 

Some time later Donaciano married. He 
kept on reading his Bible. The years went by. 
His father came to the point of respecting his 
son and even to sympathize with his new re- 
ligious ideas. Donaciano’s wife and five chil- 
dren were instructed in the saving principles of 
the Word of God. He availed himself of 
every opportunity that came within his reach 
in speaking to others about these same glo- 
rious teachings. Now Sefior Donaciano Mar- 
tinez is prominent in his town and everybody 
respects him. 

A few years ago one of the veteran col- 
porteurs of the Mexico Agency of the Amer- 
ican Bible Society, Senor Eulalio Luna, visited 
for the first time the village of Amealco, and 
came in contact with this man, Donaciano Mar- 
tinez, who already had been in fraternal com- 
munication with other Christian people of one 
or two villages near by. Apparently, Dona- 
ciano was the only one in the village of Amealco 
who possessed a Bible. Colporteur Luna sold 
several copies of the Holy Scriptures at that 
time, as others were interested in having a 
copy for their own, through the instrumen- 
tality of Donaciano. 

Our colporteur kept on visiting the place 
with the backing also of the Methodist Epis- 
copal mission. Donaciano Martinez offered his 
home for regular services at least twice a 
month. But new laws of the country on re- 
ligious matters made it impossible to continue 
holding religious services in private houses. 
Then Don Donaciano made up his mind to 
build a chapel with his own resources, be- 
cause the rest of the small congregation were 
very poor, After several months of strong en- 
deavor, expense and toiling, Don Donaciano 
could see the realization of his noble purpose. 

The Agency Secretary had the privilege of 
being invited to attend the inauguration ser- 


vice of the chapel on the 28th of September, 
1930. There were present the mission treas- 
urer, the presiding elder, two pastors, the col- 
porteur mentioned above, several evangelical 
families of the near-by villages, and quite a 
number of friends from the locality. 

The cost of the little chapel was 2,630 pesos. 
With the exception of several minor expenses, 
Don Donaciano paid it all. Even the lot was 
donated by him. It has a magnificent location, 
almost at the top of a little rocky hill. The 


material employed for the construction was 
stone for the walls, and brick for the roof and 
The 


floor; with a capacity for 200 persons. 


1. SR. DONACIANO MARTINEZ 

2. REV. SIXTO AVILA, presiding elder. 

3. SR. EULALIO LUNA, colporteur. 

4. SR. GUEVARA, pastor of another church. 


construction was directed by Don Donaciano; 
the masons, carpenters and other workers were 
of the same congregation. All this made the 
whole of the expense very moderate. 

This is a very interesting event in the midst 
of the historical moment the Methodist Church 
of Mexico is now living. It has united into 
one church and decided to undertake the re- 
sponsibility of the national support of its work 
of evangelization in this country, as its sister 
church, the National Presbyterian Church, is 
doing it more and more. 

That Bible sold thirty-five years ago to the 
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young Indian of the village of Amealco di- 
rected him, by the Holy Spirit, to his salvation 
through faith in Jesus Christ; it taught him 
to have a greater love and respect for his 
father; it gave him courage to testify of his 
faith; it illuminated him in the real formation 
of his own home; it was the foundation of that 


A Valiant Colporteur 


ROM Argentina has come this picture. 
In it one sees the Rev. Ernesto Tulin, a 
Frenchman and a colporteur of the La Plata 
Agency. Of him the Rev. Paul Penzotti 
writes : 
“Perhaps it would be interesting to the read- 
ers to narrate here the extraordinary experi- 
ences of this valiant colporteur. Writing from 


. 
aks, : 
PA 7 Z 


REV. ERNESTO TULIN AND HIS CAR 
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THE CHURCH AND 
CONGREGATION 
AT AMEALCO 


evangelical congregation; and it awakened in 
him that real sense of personal responsibility 
in the support of the church, one result of 
which we saw that day. What will this Bible 
still accomplish in the future? Thanks be to 
the Lord that maketh his precious seed to 
germinate and to fructify unto Life Eternal! 


the far-away province of Mendoza, he said he 
intended to come to Buenos Aires—about 1,000 
miles—in his old buggy with a blind horse, 
distributing the Word of God all along the way. 
I sent him 400 Bibles to start his work. After 
a few weeks, he ordered more books. The 
trip lasted two months. He was able to dis- 
tribute 1,000 Bibles, 1,000 Testaments, and 
many Gospels. After his arrival in this city, 
he bought an old Ford, on the running board 
of which he sits in the picture. Since then he 
has been on the go constantly, selling an aver- 
age of 200 Bibles monthly.” 


The First Gospel in the New 
Turkish Script 


R. MacCALLUM, our sub-Agent at 

Constantinople, writing on December 6th, 
reported :—‘‘The first deliveries of the Revised 
Turkish Matthew are being made by the binder 
today, so that we can get them in the churches 
for Bible Sunday. The new book is in a bright 
cover. For the first time the Scriptures appear 
in Turkish in a style which the plain man can 
understand without difficulty—which 1s not to 
suggest that the version is in any sense “collo- 
quial.” This is the first complete book of the 
Bible to appear in the new Roman characters in 
a completely revised version. 
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A Letter’s Unwritten Messages 


EADERS of this beautiful letter will sure- 

ly find much between the lines, as well as 
in the letter itself, which will touch the heart, 
beget admiration, and set one thinking. 


' Shorts Creek, Va. 

I have been in the mountains here engaged in the 
interesting work of teaching a deaf schoolmate of 
mine to read the raised print. She has lost her eye- 
sight since leaving school. She has a wonderful faith 
in God, that no amount of adversity can shatter. And, 
because she was inspired by a desire to read the Bible, 
she has learned to read Braille far quicker than any 
adult it has ever been my lot to know of. 

Her husband is a former classmate of hers, and 
also is deaf. As they live in the country among the 
mountains where land is none too plentiful for cultiva- 
tion, he has no steady job. She wants the New Testa- 
ment with the Book of Psalms more than anything on 
earth; but, as they have so many little children to feed 
and clothe, I do not see how she can get it. 

I would find great comfort in giving it to her, for 
all my life I have wanted to do a big thing for God. 
Unfortunately, I am totally deaf and blind myself, and 
my mother died recently and left me alone in the 
world. 

Would it not be a joyous Christmas for us all, you 
included, if your Society could surprise Mrs. with 
the most wonderful Christmas gift since the Christ- 
infant came to bring peace to such as we are! I hope 
God will bless every child of his who contributes to 
the bringing of the Bible into the lives of his children 
who need it most. 


Are there not messages in this letter for all 
of us? Think of the crushing limitations of 


Daring Pioneers in South America 


NEW volume in the World Dominion 

Survey Series has been issued by the 
World Dominion Press on “The West Coast 
Republics of South America.” Dr. W. E. 
Browning presents the story on Chile; Mr. J. 
Ritchie, that on Peru; and Mr. K. G. Grubb, 
that on Bolivia. “The World Dominion Sur- 
vey Series attempts to describe briefly and 
clearly the situation in various countries of the 
world as viewed from the standpoint of the 
kingdom of God.” 

Appendix nine has material of especial in- 
terest to our readers. It is a brief review by 
the Rev. Dr. R. Kilgour, editorial superin- 
tendent of the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety, of the Bible work in Chile, Peru, and 
Bolivia. From it we venture to cull the earlier 
paracraphs reciting vividly the beginnings. 

“At first, only consignments of Scripture in 
Spanish and Portuguese were sent out to South 
America (by the American and British Bible 
Societies—Ed.) ; but after 1822, representation 
by means of agents specially appointed to the 
field by both Societies directed the efforts, not 


the pupil and of the teacher, both blind and 
deaf; the life the pupil must be leading off in 
the mountains with a large family and a pre- 
carious income; the new loneliness of the 
teacher. 

And yet the pupil, blind and deaf, with 
heavy family cares, in straitened circumstances, 
has the ambition to learn to read with her 
fingers ; and the teacher, likewise doubly handi- 
capped, fairly exults in the opportunity to be 
of service. And why? That the Bible may be 
read, because both know that its reading will 
bring comfort and guidance, strength and wis- 
dom, courage and joy; that through it one 
draws nearer to God, knows his will, receives 
his blessing; that the fingers passing over the 
embossed Word come into vivid touch with 
the Living Word. 

Here, too, one can see even the tremendous 
handicaps of blindness and deafness forgotten 
in radiant joy over the great Christmas gift, 
leading to a far-seeing gratitude that thinks not 
simply of the Society which supplies the great 
Christmas book, but seeks God’s blessing also_ 
for all who by their gifts make possible the | 
production and distribution of the Word of | 
God. 

Are there not unwritten messages for each 
of us? | 
; | 


only in the dissemination of Scriptures into the 
scattered hamlets of the Andes, but in arran- | 
ging for versions in the speech of the older in- 
habitants. 

“There are great names among those daring | 
pioneers. James Thomson, ‘the intrepid Scots- | 
man,’ reached Chile and Peru as far back as 
1821, enlisted the cooperation of civil and even 
of ecclesiastical authorities, was appointed agent 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society, was 
given a convent at Lima for headquarters, and 
at another religious house had the assistance of 
the prior and friars to sell one hundred and 
four New Testaments. The American Bible 
Society records a grant to him of five hundred 
dollars to aid translation work for the benefit 
of the Quichua Indians. 

“There was the Rev. John C, Brigham, who, 
in his explorations of the country for the 
American Board of Commissioners for For-, 
eign Missions, came to Lima in 1825, and was) 
appointed secretary for the American Bible: 
Society in the following year ; and his colleague, | 
the Rev. Isaac W. Wheelwright, who sailed! 
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from New York round Cape Horn, reaching 
Valparaiso in 1834. 

“There was Luke Matthews, who took the 
long road from Buenos Aires to Chile, arriving 
at Valparaiso in January, 1827, and a still 
longer route from Chile to Peru and on to 
Bolivia and back again toward Bogota, cross- 
ing the Andes five times in fourteen months, 
starting on another Bible journey and never 
more heard of. 

“There were colporteurs like ‘the dauntless 
Italian José Mongiardino,’ who, in 1876, ac- 
complished the greatest colportage journey yet 
made in South America. A hardy mule train 
conveyed him and his books through forests and 
vast plains swept with dust storms, over 
precipitous trails and rocky passes, along the 
outskirts of the everlasting snow of the Cordil- 
leras, to the frontiers of Bolivia. At San Juan, 
on the edge of the Andes, he found the most 
hopeful of Argentine cities—there were no 
convents, no friars. At Tucuman, the people 
were compelled to burn the Scriptures they 
bought. A warning that the mob would stone 
him did not deter him from going to Salto. The 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


INSTITUTED 1816 


Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


HE American Bible Society was insti- 

tuted in 1816 with the sole object of en- 
couraging wider circulation of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, without note or comment. 

Its program is world-wide and includes the 
translation of the Scriptures into the languages 
and common dialects of the people; the pub- 
lication of the Scriptures in styles suitable and 
~ convenient, and at the lowest possible cost; 
the distribution of the Scriptures throughout 
the world at cost or free, as a missionary pro- 
gram. 

Membership in the Society consists of four 
classes, each with its special privileges: 

1, Annual Members are constituted by an annual sub- 
scription of $5.00. 


2. Life Members are constituted by a subscription of 
$50.00 at one time. 

3. Life Directors are constituted by a subscription 
of $150.00 in one or two payments. 

4. Memorial Members are constituted by a contri- 
bution of $100.00. The contributor names the one 
in whose memory the Membership is created. The 
Bible is distributed through the years in memory 
of such a person. 
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friars at Jujuy clamoured for his expulsion, but 
the governor enforced the law and raised the 
question ‘What is there in this Bible that it 
should be prohibited’ ? 

“In the following year (1877), he set out 
once more, but his colleagues never saw his face 
again. Passing through many places hitherto 
unvisited in Bolivia, he had sold all his books— 
over one thousand copies in Spanish—and was 
on his homeward journey, when he was mur- 
dered near Santiago de Catagaita on the 16th 
of July. His money was untouched, and sub- 
sequent inquiry left no doubt that he had fallen 
a victim to religious fanaticism, had been stoned 
to death for distributing the Word of Life, 
and that his assassins had been allowed to es- 
cape. In his last letter occurred the words: 
‘Remember me in your prayers, as I do you in 
mine, that, as the sufferings of Christ abound 
in us, so our consolation may abound’! 

“And there were many others like them, both 
of the American Bible Society and of the Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society, who, for more 
than a century, have risked all to get the Book 
of God into the hands of these people.” 


Handsome engraved certificates are presented to 
Life Directors and Life Members. 

Full information about the privileges of 
Membership will be sent on application. 

The Society is supported by the gifts of its 
members and friends and by the contributions 
of Christian churches with which the Society 
has official or semi-official relations. 


NOVEMBER MEETING OF THE BOARD 
HE seventh stated meeting of the Board 
of Managers of the American Bible So- 

ciety in its one hundred and fifteenth year was 
held at the Bible House, Astor Place, New 
York, on Thursday, November 6, at 3:30 
o’clock p. m., Vice-President Henry S. Stearns, 
M.D., in the chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted by the 
Rey. Minot C. Morgan, D.D., who invited the 
members present to join in the responsive read- 
ing prepared and published by the Society for 
use on Universal Bible Sunday, after the read- 
ing of which he offered prayer. 

The minutes of the sixth stated meeting of 
the year were presented and approved. 

The Rey. Robert M. Hopkins, D.D., general 
secretary of the World’s Sunday-school Asso- 
ciation, being present for the first time as a 
ministerial member of the Board of Managers, 
was introduced by the chairman and greeted by 
the members. 

A memorial minute on Mrs. John S. 
Kennedy was read by the Rev. Minot C. 
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Morgan, D.D., chairman of the committee ap- 
pointed for the purpose, and unanimously 
adopted as follows: 


Mrs. John S. Kennedy 

The American Bible Society has lost one of its de- 
voted friends and one of its generous supporters in 
the death of Mrs. John Stuart Kennedy, who, in 
January, 1919, was chosen a Vice-President of the 
Society and fulfilled her responsibilities in that office 
until, on July 23, 1930, she entered upon the death- 
less life. ; 

Mrs. Kennedy was from girlhood a sincere follower 
of Christ, and her simple, abiding, invincible faith in 
him found expression in a long life of unselfish service. 
She regarded her possessions as held in trust for her 
Master’s use, and she administered that trust with 
transparent sincerity, with unflagging devotion, with 
unusual sagacity, and with rare enthusiasm. She 
once remarked, “Oh! if people only knew what fun 
it is to give.” 

Believing the Bible to be the Word of God, and 
holding its world-wide distribution to be a divine 
commission, she naturally gave liberally, as did her 
husband, to the work of this Society, which, through 
coming years as well, will continue to benefit through 
her generous forethought. 

But her greatest legacy will ever be the memory of 
a life lived in the light and in the love of her Lord. 

The minutes of the standing committees were 
presented and approved. 

On recommendation of the committee con- 
cerned action was taken providing for the cost 
of composition and plates for a new two-cent 
edition of the Book of Psalms in the King 
James Version. 

The officers were authorized to extend an 
invitation to the Committee of the International 
Council of Religious Education, to which 
Thomas Nelson & Sons have transferred the 
care and charge of the American Standard Re- 
vised Version, to hold its coming meeting in the 
Bible House, in view of the historical associa- 
tion of the Old and New Testaments American 
Standard Revised Version committees which 
had their headquarters at the Bible House fifty 
years ago. 

The Treasurer reported the following con- 
signments to Foreign Agencies during the 
month of September, 1930: Brazil, 823 vol- 
umes, valued at $614.61; Caribbean, 53,010 
volumes, valued at $3,149.30; China, 2,520 
volumes, valued at $258.05; Japan, 902 vol- 
umes, valued at $263.64; La Plata, 10,010 vol- 
umes, valued at $1,381.83; Mexico, 994 vol- 
umes, valued at $1,104.89; Philippines, 1,350 
volumes, valued at $217.10; Upper Andes, 
1,412 volumes, valued at $611.97; total vol- 
umes, 71,021; total value, $7,601.39. 

The issues from the Bible House during the 
month of September were 512,189 volumes. 

The meeting was adjourned. 
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DECEMBER MEETING OF THE BOARD 
HE eighth stated meeting of the Board 
of Managers of the American Bible So- 

ciety in its one hundred and fifteenth year was 
held at the Bible House, Astor Place, New 
York, on Thursday, December 4, 1930, at 3:30 
o’clock p.m. Mr. Arlando Marine presided. 

Devotional exercises were conducted by Gen- 
eral Secretary Brown. 

The minutes of the seventh stated meeting 
of the Board of Managers were presented and 
approved. 

A letter from President Emeritus E. Francis 
Hyde, in his own handwriting, was read ex- 
pressing his abiding interest in and love for 
the great work of the Society, and extending 
to those with whom he had been associated 
in its direction for several decades, his greet- 
ings and earnest good wishes. 

As a special order, the Board took up the 
matter of the Budget for 1931, and after the 
minutes of the Budget Committee and of the 
Advisory Council had been presented and their 
resolutions reported, and the officers had ex- 
plained details of the recommended Budget, 
the appropriations for the year 1931 were 
adopted. 

Action was taken looking to the establishment 
of a pension fund. 

The minutes of the various standing com- 
mittees were presented and approved. 

General Secretary Brown made a prelim- 
inary statement on the wide and increasing ob- 
servance of Universal Bible Sunday, as indi- 
cated by the requests for literature. 

The Treasurer reported the following con- 
signments to the Society’s Foreign Agencies 
during the month of October, 1930: Brazil, 
98,056 volumes, valued at $1,342.05; Carib- 
bean, 6 volumes, valued at $6.43; Japan, 7 vol- 
umes, valued at $4.23; Mexico, 9 volumes, val- 
ued at $4.12; Philippines, 1 volume, valued at 
43 cents; Upper Andes, 1,192 volumes, valued 
at $83.36; West Indies, 2,805 volumes, valued 
at $414.19; total volumes, 102,076; total value, 
$1,854.81. 

The issues from the Bible House during the 
month of October were 515,401 volumes. 

The meeting was adjourned. 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY 


I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society 
formed in New York in the year eighteen hundred 
and sixteen, and incorporated in the year eighteen 
hundred and forty-one, the sum of. : 


If real estate is given, for the last three words above, “the 
sum of,” substitute the words “the following property, to 
wit. 


CASH RECEIPTS IN NOVEMBER, 1930 


LEGACIES 


On Donation Account 


$68,045 


Motel Gash a lan C Gy etsicpelelerers'eleusis)s sievclsiv.c e's) s\s,e16 $90,348 37 


$ 247 00 eee Societies on 
Becker, y be 2 — onation Account ..... $ 247 00 
Kill, eae coe 0 00 $1,752 41 eee Societies on 
Haller, h ~ sa OOK FACCOUNTH icin ees 1,505 41 
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ONE OF THE MANY REASONS 


Why Christian Investors Secure 
Our Annuity Bond Agreements 


CONVENIENCE 


Mr. E. P. B., of Florida, has this to say about the annuity plan of the 

American Bible Society: 
“TT FIND that a very attractive feature of 
your Annuity Agreements is that | am 
enabled to some extent to be the Execu- 
tor of my own Will, while at the same time I 
have a nice addition to my income, which 
requires no attention from me, except to de- 
posit the checks.”’ 


Hundreds of friends have written expressing complete satisfaction with 
the annuity plan. You, too, would be pleased with such an investment. 


Mail the Coupon Today ! 


AMERICAN? BIBLE SOGIEGY 


Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


American Bible Society 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York City 


Please send me, without obligation, your booklet No. 62X entitled ‘‘Bibles and 
Bonds.”’ 


